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Extracts from a discourse delivered by the ediior 
hereof in Wilbraham on the first Lord’s day in 
August, in reply to the doctyine of the Rev. 
Mr. Flagg, pronounced the sabbath before. “ 


The firft paflage Mr. Flagg explained, was 
Mark xvi, 16. Faith was declared to be our 
znlet to gospel blessings, as really ours before 
believing, as afterwards, and man was said 


to have no agency in fis faith. — the attone-— 


ment is infinite, but no greater than if only 
for one: Chrift muft have died to fave one 
foul, and he did no more when he tafted death 
for every man. Grace is not given without 
faith, therefore without faith we have not the 
grace of GOD, ndtwithfanding its infini- 


tude. Thereis no promife for unbelievers, - 


how then are all things their’s as muchas be- 
Jievers’? Paul intimates no fuch thing in 1 
Cor. 3,22. He fays, all are your's. 'f allis 


believers’, we would candidly enquire, what. 
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38 
can remain for unbelievers? Py faith weare 
reconciled to G O D, and thus do live. 

Baptifm was explained to mean the baptism of 
the spirit only, water baptism being done away 
qith Fobn Baptist. — Does not the Rev. Di- 
vine make himfelf wifer than Chrift and his 
apoitles ? they underitood, and practifed the 
contrary. See Acts vill, 16, and 38. 

Salvation avs explained universally equal e- 
ventually This makes the deftinction in the 
text a nullity! 

Damnation ws explained to mean about noth. 
ing, or at most a few qualms of conscience, or 
damnation present. — Well then, the finner is 
damned to day...to morrow....next day....and 
when the laft moment of life arrives - - fo far 
his damnation is acknowledged - - now, the 
foul is gone . - where is it ?— man giveth up 
the chest and whereis be ? why, if Mr. Flagg 
is correct, the damned creature goes direct off 
to heaven!!! but, the laft that was feen of 
him here, was the defpair (not faith) ofa dy- 
ing mortal. We know of no change in him, 

The fecond paffage was Gen. xlix, 26. Be- 
caufe the bleffings here were faid to extend to 
the utmost bound of the everlasting hills, univere 
salism was said to be conclusive. When the 
finner’s converfion after death can be proved, 
J will grant the doétrine true, but not from 
the mott diftant intimation of it in this text. 

Jacob here had reference to the blefling he 
lied from his brother Efau, fee Gen. xxvil, 
28, 29: and told his fon Jofeph how it had 
prevailed, and then beftowed the fame upon 
him ; and can any one fay this bleffing extend- 






































9 
ed beyond this life ? if we take it as a figure 
of the fpiritual Jofeph, it only proves the mil- 
lennium, and how, even now, the bleflings of 
Chrift are extenfive. The millenniun: has 
not yet come, and before it arrives, millions 
may go hence in the ftate we have ihewn. 
Man giveth up the ghost and whére is he ? Job 
xiv,10. Does not univerfalifm tacitly fay that 
all go directly to heaven, let them live as they 
lift, die when, where, and how they may,even 
by violence from their ownhands ? ‘this I 
think we cannot believe. 

The third text was Eccle. xi, 3. I never 
~ viewed this paflage to poflefs uncommon fpe- 
cia!ty againit univerfalifm ; it was argued to 
enforce benevolence, this was right. As it is 
natural for the tree to lie where it falls, either 
to the north or fouth; fo the natural confe- 
quence of deeds of charity, is to make friends, 
By the mammon of unrighteousness friends are 
made, but if the tree fatls not this, way, but 
the reverfe, there it shall be, and never be 1e.- 
- ceived into everlasting habitations, as is {lrong- 
- ly implied in Luke xvi,g. After the tree is 

fallen, there is an end of its growth, it dies ; 

when man falls, or dies, his probation char- 
acter is fixed, either benevolent and good, or 
otherwife, and there it shall be. For the final 
ftate where the uncharitable shall be fee Matt. 
XXV, 41,42, 43. “i | | 
The fourth paffage was Ifa. xxxiii, 14, 15, 

16. The righteous were explained to dwell with 

the fire, it being GOD. See theinconfiltency, 

the righteous were not to have their waters 
fail, can fire and water dwell together? the 
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water will either quench the fire, or the fire 
will caufe the waters to fail. Yo live upon 
bread and water inthe midft of everlaiting 
burnings founds oddly, tho’ he fhauld dwellon 
hich, and bis place of defence be the munitions of 
rocks. Here are two characters named viz, 
the sinners in Zion; and the righteous : two 
{tates are alfo mentioned viz, the fie; and the 
bread, unfailing waters and defence thro’ the mu- 
nitions of rocks. Nothing is clearer from the 
connection of language, then that the sinners, 
and the fre are relatives, and that the devoure 
ing fire and the everlasting burnings, isthe fur 
priling threatening preceeding ; then the turn 
appears natural—wot so with the righteous, for, 
he that walketh uprightly (Sc. he shall dwell 
on high Sc. bread shall be given him, bis wa~ 
gers (not fire) shall be sure. 

The fifth paflage was Mal.iv,1, 2,3, The 
burning day was explained to be the gospel dispen- 
sation, the righteous were all men, the proud and 
all that do wickedly not sinners but sins, the oven 
qvas man, then it was cantingly said ‘who ever 
burnt up his oven ?? The univerfaliits charge 
us with laying afide our reafon not to think 
with them 3 but can any man of reafon be- 
lieve the above explanation ? you wiil fee the 
Rev. Gentleman reprefents pride and wicked- 
nefs as agents, for they only are to be punith- 
ed, if fo thefe have done all the mifchief in the 
world, and inners have had no hand in it, or 
they would be fufferers. If this is true, I be- 
lieve all will mount to heaven, for why, pride: 
and wickednefs are packed off to hell, and 
aners hayeno concern about them! Dut, 
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the text reads not fo; the dey notthe man 
fha!ll burn as an oven; the proud and ail that 
do wickedly, not bearly pride and wickedness 
fhaltburn up 3 and tho’ they’ flourithed once 
like the green day tree, now they fhall have 
neither root nor branch of profperity left, but 
be asthe afhes of deftruction. Theday ipvk- 
en of, | grant,-came in the time of the gofpel, 
but refersto the judgments on Jerufalem : 
then the day burnt as an oven, and many of 
the Jews litterally became as ftubble and were 
burnt up: Zion was plowed as a field, and in 
Jerufalem neither root nor branch of the 
proud wicked Jews were left. All this time 
the righteous were fafe, they went forth, and 
grew up as calves of the ftall, and thefe mur- 
derers who had long perfecut-d them, were 
now no more than the afhes beneath their feet 
and many of them were litterally fo. 

Chrift made ufe of this awful event as an 
emblem of the day of doom, and what fays 
this about univerfalifm ? Judge ye. 

The fixth paflage was Matt. xui,32. This 
world was explained to mean the world, or age of 
be Mosaic economy ; andthe world to come, the 
gospel age, or dispensation. It was granted the 
sin was committed, and never should be pardoned 
under the Mosaic economy, nor the gospel disperia 
sation. 1 afk how and where fhail fins be par- 
doned, when the gofpel difpenfation is ended? 
—endlefs mifery complete. See Luke xii, 10. 

The feventh paflage was Luke xvi, 22. I 
grant this is‘part of a parable which Chrift 
ufed to fhew the Jews their rejection, and 
the calling of the Gentiles ; but, this is a fol- 

















42 
emn-truth, Chrift never once fpake a parable 
but what might be litterally true, and if this 
parable was not of this ciafs, he deviated from 
his conftant practice : if Chrift here brought 
this parable from poflibie fact, as he ever had 
done before, and ever éfterwarde did, then a 
man might litterally lift up his eyes in hell. 

The eighth paffage was Jude 7. /his frre 
was said to be the fire from heaven in the over- 
throw of Sodom €5'c. and that in the 16th of Ez, 
their restoration from every suffering was declar- 
ed, This | deny, not one word in this chapt. 
relates to eternity. Whatever the meaning 
of this prophecy may be, there remains no 
coubt with me but what the fulfilment was 
to be inthis life, and really took place rela- 
tive to the Jews, and the Gentiles around 
them, dwelling upon their right and left 
hand. The Prophets often called places So- 
dom on account of fimilarfias, and Sodom lit- 
terally may not be here intended. It will not: 
litterally bear. Itis faid, when thy sister Sodom. 
tse. shall return to their Foi mer esate, then thou 
fs’c. Ifthe -Sodomites are to return to their 

jormer estate, they are to return again to pull 

down the flames of GOD's wrath upon them 
in the plains of Sodom, for this was their fore. 
mer estate. © Poor reftoration this. 

The laft paffage was Rev. xx, 12. The 
books were faid to be the ¢wo first : from thefe. 
(I.aw and Remembrance) all were condemn - 
ed, but when the book of life was opened all 
were juftified, all being written thereiu. But 
it appears fome were not written there, for we 
ead whoorver was not found written in the book. 
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of life, was cast into the lakeof fire. But uni. 
verfalifm fays whatsoever, not whosoever, ime 
plying things, not persons, This twit cannot 
be avoided to fupport the fcheme, and how it 
will do, judge ye. Think of these things ; dare 
ave venture eternal concerns ona plan that needs 
such shifts to supportit. Remember the worth 
of the foul, and know that holinefs makes us safe; 
but if untversalism fails the wnpenitent are gone 
forever, whi'e the pure in heart shall see GOD. 

My refpeéts to Mr. Flagg, I am his friend, 
and as an apology to our beloved univerfal 
brethren for the infertion of the above, we 
pledge ourfeives tocarefully attend toa eandid 
reply from the refpectable Rev. Gentleman. 

GEORGE MANLY,” 

A murderer, who was executed at Wicklow, 
in Ireland, 1738; and having behaved ina fin. 
gular manner, made the following fpeech at 
the tree : ** My friends you affemble to fee— 
What? Aman take a leap into the abyfs of 
death. Look, and you fhail fee me go with 
as much courage as Curtius, when he leapt 
into the guif to fave his countrymen from 
deftruction. What then will you fee of me? 
You fay, no man without virtue can be cour. 
ageous. I am courageous. You'll fay, 1 
have killed a man Marlborough killed his 
thoufands,and Alexander his millions. Marl- 
borough and Alexander, and many others 
who have done thelike, are famous in hiftory 
for great men: bur I kilied one folitary man ! 
Tam a little murderer, and mutt be hanged. 
Marlborough and Alexander p!undered cities; 
they were great mens. I ran in debt with the 
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ale wife; I muft be hanged! Now, my 
friends, | have drawn a parallel bet ween two 
of the greateft men that ever lived and my- 
felf ; see thefe were men of former -days. 
Now I'll {peak a word of fome of the prefent 
days. How many men were loft in Italy and 
upon the Rhine, during the laft war, for fet- 
ting a king in Poland ! But both fides could 
not be right : they are great men ; but I kill- 

ed a folirary man, ma little fellow. ‘The 
king of fpain takes our fhips, plunders our 
merchants, kills and tortures our men; but 
what-of all that ? what he does is good; he’s 
a great man; he is clothed in purple ; his 
inftruments of murder are bright and fhins 
ing, mine was but a rufty gun ; and fo much 
for comparifon. NowTI would fain know, 
what authority there.is in {cripture fora rich 
man to murder, to plunder, totorture, and 
ravage whoie countriés 3 and what law is it 
that condemns a poor man to death fer kills 
ing a folitary man, or for ftealing a folitary 
fleep to feed his family. But bring the mat. 
ter clofer to our own couritry : what is the 
difference between running in a poor man’s 
debt, and by the power of gold, or any other 
privilege, preventing him from obtaining his 
right, and clapping a pittol to a man’s breait, 
and taking from him his purfe er yet the one 
fhall theresy obtain a coach, and honors, & 
titles, &c the other — w ak a cart and a 
rope. From what Ihave faid, my brethren, 
you may perhaps, imagine I am hardened ; 
but believe me, I am fuily convinced of ny 
follies, and acknowledge the juit judgmeat of 
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GOD has overtaken me. Ihave no hopes 
bur trom the mercies of my redeemer, whol 
hope will have mercy upon me, as he knows 
that murder was far from my heart, and what 
I cid was thro’ rage and pafhion, being pro- 
yoked thereto by the deceafed. ‘Take warn. 
ing, my dear comrads: think! O think ! 
What would I now give, that I had lived an- 
other life. 
Wretched flate of the prov in England, 

When the poor are incapable any longer to 
fupport themfelves, they are removed to what 
is balled the work houfe. 1 cannot exprefs 
the feelings of hopelefsnefs and dread with 
which the decent poor look on to this wretch- 
ed termination of a life of labor. To this 
place all vagrants are fert for punifhmenr’s 
unmarried women with child go here to be 
delivered ; and poor orphans and bafe-born 
children are brought up here till they are of 
age to be apprenticed off: the other inmates 
are 'thofe unhappy people who are utterly 
helplefs, parifh idiots and madmen, the blind 
and the palfied, and the old who are fairly 
worn out. ‘fhe management of children who 
grow up where there is none to love them, 
and none whom they can love, zs affeéting.. 


To this fociety cf wretchednefs the labor-. 
ing poor jook, as their iaft refting place this. 


fide the grave ; and rather then enter abodes 
fo miferable, they endure the fevereft priva- 
tions as long as it is poflible to exift. A feel. 
ing of hone{t pride makes them fhrink from 
a place where guilt and poverty are confound. 
ed; aad itis heart-breaking for thole who. 
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have reared a family of their own, to be fub- 
jected in their old age to the harfh and un- 
feeling authority of perfons younger than 
themfelves, neither better born nor better 
bred ‘They dread a!fo the difrepe&ful and 
carelefs funeral which public charity, or rathe 
er law, beftows; and many a wreich, that 
he may hoard up enough to purchafe a more 
decent burial, a better fhroud, or a firmer 
coflin, than the partth will afford. 

The wea'th of this nation is their boaft, 
and the envy of the reft of Europe ; yet ig 
no other country is there fo much poverty— 
nor is poverty any where e!fe attended with 
fuch afiual fuffering. Perhaps the pain— 
the pofitive bodily pain which the poor here 
endure from cold, may be efteemed the wortt 
evil of their poverty. Coal is every where 
dear except in thé neighborhood of the col. 
lieries ; and efpecially fo in London, where 
the number of poor is of courfe greateft. You 
fee women raking the afhes in the ({treets,, for 
the fake of the haif burnt cinders. Whata 
picture does one of their houfes produce in 
winter! the old cowering over afew embers, 
the children fhivering in rags, pale and livid, 
all the activity and joyoufnefs natural to their 
time of life chilled within them. The num- 
ber who perith from difeafes produced from 
expofures to cold and rain, by unwholefome 
food.and by the want of enough even of that, 
would flartle as well as fhock you. Of the 
children of the poor hardly one third are 
reared. Happy America. 

‘Pity the nations, O our GOD!” 
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Hiftorical Scraps 


Chriftianity was fir propagated in ‘Spain® 
in the year of our Lord 36.5 fuppofed to be 
firft introduced into Britian, 60; eftablifhed 
there by public authority, 1815 introduced 
into Scotland, 212 3 propagated in Perfia,4o8; 
began in France, 496 ; introduced into Fries- 
land, 698 ; into Germany, 719 5 embraced 
by the king of Denmark, for which he was 
dethroned, 825 ; preached in Sweden. about 
8503 eltablifhed in Ruflia, 985 ; in Hungary, 
in the tenth century ; in Pruilia, in the elev. 
enth ; in Norway.in thetwelfth 5 in part of 
Tartary, inthe thirteenth ; in Africa, at Gui- 
nea, &c.inthe fifteenth ; and it made great 
progrefs i in the Eaft frets. and in China, in 
the fixteenth century 5 the American Indians 
began to be infiructed in Chriflianity by the 
Rev. Mr. Elliot of New —— 1650. 


Lord what is man ? Jalt returning froma 
fcene of anguifh, my heart enquires, what is 
man? A \utlediftant, a fcene of furrow, and 
the height of human woe prefents: | turned 
afide a moment to behold : too much the 
fizht was for my heart—there, lo, a tender 
wife we fee all bathedin tears, and litt!e ones 
a weeping in diftrefs ; there deareft friend- 
fhip, by ties of nature and of love, was bleed- 
ing at the heart: afolemn gioom, more {fo 
than midnight horrors can defcribe, was ho- 
vering all around—What was thecaufe ? 

A hefband, parent, brother, neighbor, fede 
apparently can ftay no longer here. The 
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ether day we faw him well : but a few mor. 

nings fince, he left his pleafant home, and to 
the field repaired, with that haleheart, which 
the induftrous farmer, moft of allenjoys; but 
~— lo-— his nature grapples with dilordet, he 
foon returns in anguifh to his family, they 
fmile no more around him: his wound by 
the mage: mand of GOD, is found incurable; 
— he yields unto his fate. His mind ig 
firm, A leat of life is rong, but there is no 
he'p for him. Think, reader, think, and live 
todie. Death is our portion, 


Firiom the Museum. 
EEL KEKE LEAES, 


On a beautiful young Lady with a faded rofe. 


How tranfient is all human biifs ! 

The charms of beauty too, how vain ! 
That Rofe, fair Lady, lately fhone 

The pride and glory of the plain. 


It bloffomed like the blooming mora, 
Befpanyled with etherial dew, 
Diffufing {weetnefs all around, 
And was as beautiful as You I 


But now how changed, alas! its pride; 
No more is {melt its fofr perfume : : 

W here’sthe fweet glow that {well’d its leaf? 
Or where is gone its lovely bloom ? 


Tis thus, alas! that beauty’s charms, 
‘Thouzh biooming as the new born day, 
M uit gradual foon or late1, fade, 
‘And like this gentle flower decay, 


End of No. 4: 











